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Upcoming Events

Symposium on Internet of Animals (Nov. 2-4)

Join us for any or all of 14 talks by members of the research, NGO, and US agency
community on future systems and tools for the large-scale monitoring of animal
movements. Part of a �ve-year e�ort for which our biodiversity movement group is
partnered with NASA, our visitors will discuss high-priority science questions and applied
objectives and share some of their work with the Yale community.

Symposium speakers include: Ryan Pavlick (NASA JPL), Martin Wikelski (Max Planck
Institute of Animal Behavior), Walter Jetz (Yale), Peter Marra (Georgetown University),
Tanya Berger-Wolf (Ohio State University), Jill Deppe (Audubon), Ruth Oliver (U. California
Santa Barbara), Autumn-Lynn Harrison (Smithsonian), Scott Rogerson (NOAA), Cara
Wilson (NOAA), Tobey Curtis (NOAA), Ian Brosnan (NASA AMES), Ajay Ranipeta (Map of
Life), Ben Carlson (Yale), and more!

Talks will be in Osborn Memorial Laboratory at the following times, with exact details to
follow:

November 2, 2022: 9:30 - 11:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

November 3, 2022: 9:30 - 10:30 a.m., 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

November 4, 2022: 9:30 - 10:30 a.m., 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Go to Event Page

John Harte Seminar on Ecological Theory
October 27, 4:00pm

We will host Dr. John Harte, Distinguished Professor at the
University of California, Berkeley, to present a seminar
titled “On Theory in Ecology: What Role for Explicit
Mechanisms?” John Harte is a physicist turned ecologist
with research interests in ecological �eld research, the
theory of complex systems, and policy analysis. One of his
recent contributions is a theory of abundance and
macroecological patterns based on maximum entropy.

New Data Assets for the Biodiversity and
Conservation Community

Advancing and sharing open and FAIR data and information products in support of
biodiversity science and conservation is at the heart of the Center’s mission. Here �ve new
major datasets we published this year:

Dragonflies: Country‐level checklists and
occurrences for the world's Odonata

(dragonflies and damselflies)
 

Journal of Biogeography. 2022.

Explore on MOL

Butterflies: Global geographical and
latitudinal variation in butterfly species

richness captured through a comprehensive
country‐level occurrence database

Global Ecology and Biogeography. 2022.

Explore on MOL

Mammals: Expert range maps of global mammal
distributions harmonised to three taxonomic authorities.
Journal of Biogeography. 2022. 

Explore on MOL

Invasive Alien Species: Country compendium of the global
register of introduced and invasive species.
Scientific Data. 2022. 

Explore on MOL

Mountains: A hierarchical inventory of the world’s
mountains for global comparative mountain science.
Scientific Data. 2022.

Explore on EarthEnv

For other recent Center publications, see here.

ESA Annual Meeting Symposia and Other
Conference Contributions in Summer 2022

BGC Center members organized two sessions at the Ecological Society of America meeting in
Montreal. The symposium “Toward 30x30 - a science-based strategy for area-based conservation in
North America” focused on the urgent need for the scienti�c community to provide guidance and
spatially explicit information for conservation decision making and synthesized the key dimensions
of the task: the larger international policy setting, environmental economics, spatial ecological
science, and conservation practice. And our session on “Unique insights from animal tracking on
biodiversity responses to climatic change” focused on the “golden age” of movement ecology
research ushered in by unprecedented advances in animal tracking technology.
 
We were also active at the World Biodiversity Forum, North American Congress for Conservation
Biology, Annual Meeting of the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation, Conference of the
International Biogeography Society, and the Gordon Research Conference and others. It was great to
be back in person and reunite with our colleagues around the world.
 

Looking Ahead
December 2022, Montreal: Conference of the Parties (COP 15) of the
Convention on Biological Diversity

Our Species Habitat Index (SHI), Species Protection Index (SPI), and Species Status
Information Index (SSII) have been selected into the �nal set of component indicators of
the post-2020 global biodiversity framework which is slated for adoption in December. All
three indicators o�er central measurement and decision-support for meeting the UN
biodiversity goals. After the goals and indicators are o�cially set, we expect a rapidly
growing need to support the use of indicators by countries. Center members will
represent this work as delegates to the conference in Montreal on December 7-19, 2022.

Other News

Jack Dangermond Visits Our Center
In April our friends at Esri, Jack Dangermond (Founder & President) & Sean Breyer (ArcGIS Living Atlas),

visited the BGC Center for conversations on biodiversity mapping and science-based conservation
decision making. Jack also gave a seminar for the Yale community. 

Map of Life in X-Prize Semi-
Finals

A team of Map of Life, Field Museum, and ANU
members was selected as a semi-�nalist for the
X-Prize Rainforest competition to enhance our
understanding of rainforest ecosystems. Next

summer, the team will need to implement their
new bioacoustic and visual sensor based

sampling methods in the tropics to compete for
the grand prize!

XPrize Rainforest 

Member News

Emily Sandall
AAAS Fellowship

BGC Center Postdoc Emily
Sandall, was awarded a AAAS
Science & Technology Policy

Fellowship and recently
transitioned to her new role as

biodiversity and climate
change advisor in Washington,

DC. 

Diego Ellis-Soto
NASA FINESST

BGC Center PhD Candidate,
Diego Ellis-Soto, was awarded

the prestigious NASA Pre-
Doctoral Fellowship - Future
Investigators in NASA Earth

and Space Science and
Technology (FINESST). This

award supports his work
understanding wildlife

responses to human activity. 

Ruth Oliver
Assistant Professor

BGC Center associate research
scientist, Ruth Oliver, recently

started her new position as
Assistant Professor at the Bren

School of Environmental
Science & Management at the
University of California, Santa

Barbara.
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